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Intentionality 
Karen L. Parker, Ed.D. 
Liberty University 
You are my heroes! 
- from a  
grandmother’s heart 
 
Zak, age 5 

Ariel, age 3 

Derek, age 1 
Intentionality 
To act purposefully 
with a goal in mind 
and a plan to accomplish it 
Effective education  
in early childhood 
Avoid ECE stereotypes 
Drill and practice 
 Teacher-directed 
 Academics: literacy 
and mathematics 
 Task-oriented 
Developmental  
 Child-directed 
 Social, physical, and 
artistic 
 Spontaneous play 
DAP misinterpreted: 
By just letting children play, they will 
emerge literate in grade 3. 
Maintain balance 
TEACHER-
DIRECTED 
Intentional 
teacher 
CHILD-DIRECTED  
Developmentally 
appropriate 
practice 

Intentionality 
 High expectations 
 Planning and management 
 Learning-oriented classroom 
Intentionality 
 Engaging activities 
 Thoughtful questioning 
 Feedback 
TODAY: Intentionality 
 Faith development 
 Family support 
 Effective classroom 
 Leadership 
 
You are 
my heroes! 
 Do you not know that those who run 
in a race all run, but one receives 
the prize?  Run in such a way that 
you may obtain it. 
 
I Corinthians 9:24   
